
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dumont Dunes Fee 
Demo Discussion 

To Fee or not to Fee 
An Opportunity for 

Discussion

The BLM Barstow Field Office is considering a fee program at Dumont Dunes.  Prior to implementing 
any type of fee program, we would like to open a discussion with Dumont Dunes recreationists regarding 
how the program might work and how funds generated through the program would be expended.  The 
following is a brief description of the reasons for fees, a few alternative ways to collect fees, and ways 
which fees might be spent.  These ideas are put forward only to begin the discussion.  At this point there 
is no preferred method for collecting fees.  Rather, through a discussion with visitors, both in person and 
in writing, we hope to identify a fee program that best fits the needs of Dumont Dunes, its visitors, and 
the BLM as the agency responsible for management.  We look forward to hearing your ideas, thoughts 
and concerns. 
 
Why to Fee 
Dumont Dunes is the last major sand dune recreation area in California to allow free access.  Fees, over 
crowding, and the unruly behavior of some recreationists has led to poor experiences at other sand dune 
recreation areas causing many visitors to come to Dumont Dunes in search of a better recreational 
experience.  Along with this increase in use has come an increase in accidents and major crimes.  This 
increased visitor use has placed an extraordinary demand on the already limited facilities and budget 
available for the management of Dumont Dunes leading to a decline in the recreational experience 
provided at Dumont Dunes.   
 
There is little debate regarding the need for additional funding in support of Dumont Dunes if the same 
high level of visitor satisfaction is to continue.  Federal funding for recreation management has been flat 
or declining over the last decade.  Likewise, funds available through the California Department of Parks 
and Recreation, Off Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation Program are in high demand throughout the 
state and are no longer as available as they once were.  For this reason, the BLM, Barstow Field Office is 
considering charging fees at Dumont Dunes, and is interested in your thoughts, ideas and concerns. 
 
For more information contact Mike Ahrens at 760 252 6047, or email to cadumont@ca.blm.gov 
Please send your completed form and comments to the following address: 

 
ATTN:  Mike Ahrens 
Barstow Field Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
2601 Barstow Road 
Barstow, CA  92311 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

How to Fee 
There are a number of ways that fees could be collected at Dumont Dunes.  The Field Office and 
Dumont Staff are eager to hear your ideas on how best to collect fees.  Following are a few options that 
should be considered: 
 
 

�� Build and operate a contact station on the entrance of Dumont Dunes and Little Dumont 
Dunes to collect fees. 

Pro’s Con’s 
Enhances BLM presence on sight, allows 
for positive exchange of information and 
feedback. 

Cost of site development, and staffing for 
multiple shifts. 

Fee can be paid for on site, no advanced 
purchase necessary. 

Personnel safety and accountability in 
handling large amounts of cash. 

Comments:_________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________ 
 

�� Establish a fee collection process utilizing the Internet as the primary method of 
collection.   

Pro’s Con’s 
Collection costs are relatively low. Camps must be individually checked for 

compliance. 
Eliminates personnel safety issues. Does not address on site sales. 
Dumont information is readily available on 
the web. 

 

Comments:_________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________ 
 

�� Collect fees on site utilizing unmanned “iron rangers”. 
Pro’s Con’s 

Fee collection cost is relatively low. Iron Rangers are subject to vandalism. 
Personnel safety and accountability in 
handling large amounts of cash. 

Does not facilitate information exchange. 

 Camps must be individually checked for 
compliance. 

 Personnel safety and accountability in 
handling large amounts of cash. 

Comments:_________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________ 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
�� Collect fees on site utilizing fee machines similar to Imperil Sand Dunes. 

Pro’s Con’s 
Relatively trouble free from a management 
perspective. 

Service is expensive. 

Addresses on site sales. Does not facilitate information exchange. 
Personnel safety and accountability in 
handling large amounts of cash. 

Camps must be individually checked for 
compliance. 

  
Comments:_____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ 
In addition to actual fee collection methods, several other factors need to be considered, 
including; 
 

�� How much to charge and for what durations? 
�� Is the charge per/person, per/camp unit, per/vehicle? 
�� Should the rate be higher on holiday weekends than non-holiday weekends? 
�� How can the public be involved in the management of the fee program? 
�� Comments:_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 

 

Additional Thoughts and comments: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______ 



 
 

 
 
 

How will fees help Dumont Dunes? 
The law requires that funds generated through recreation fees be used in the area that generated 
those funds to facilitate better recreation management and opportunities.  If a fee system is 
developed for the Dumont Dunes Recreation Area, all funds collected will be available to 
enhance the recreational opportunities at Dumont Dunes through better management and the 
development of facilities.  Examples of how funds could be spent are; 
 

�� Additional Law Enforcement presence on holiday and/or non-holiday weekends. 
�� Additional Emergency Medical Service staffing throughout the use season. 
�� Emergency medical rescue equipment including first aid supplies, EMS equipment and 

additional or better-equipped sand rescue vehicles, and EMS Station. 
�� Improve cellular communication or install emergency call box/s.  
�� Signs, brochures, and other educational and interpretive items and services. 
�� Entrance road improvements including grading, surfacing, and dust suppression. 
�� Additional toilet facilities on the main mesa and at the Little Dunes. 
�� Development of a camp area grid (similar to Oceano Dunes) to facilitate locating camps 

and EMS or Law Enforcement response time. 
�� Development and maintenance of an RV dump station. 
�� Other? 

 
Process and Time Frames 
Having read this document you are now a part of a process that we hope you will participate fully 
in.  The following outlines the steps that will be used to move us through this discussion to 
implementation, perhaps starting with the dunning season in October of this year. 
 
Initiate Discussion through brochure and 
internet. 

Complete  

Schedule meetings with clubs and 
organizations to discuss fees 

Prior to June 1, 2002 

Receive comments from public. Best received prior to June 30, 2002 
Develop fee program based on comments July, 2002 
Develop brochure/web page explaining fee 
program  

July, 2002 

Schedule meeting with clubs and 
organizations to discuss fee program 

August, 2002 

Develop infrastructure for fee collection September, 2002 
 
 


